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Foreword

The anti-waste law for a circular economy was voted upon at final reading in both Houses,
following a conclusive Joint Committee which concluded thisa u t u rdebétes in the Senate and
then in the National Assembly.

This law is the outcome of a wide consultation with all the stakeholders (local authorities,
companies, NGOs) launched in October 2017 and the result of a broad political consensus
involving most of the political groups in the Parliament.

It largely responds to the expectations of our citizens with respect to ecology through daily life
measures with a concrete ecology which preserves resources, health, purchasing power, and
economic and industrial development in the regions.

The law contains about fifty measures providing for:

- new obligations with the creation of new Polluter pays sectors to include new product
families in the circular economy (toys, sports and do-it-yourself equipment, building
materials, cigarette butts, sanitary textiles) and the requirement of transparency on the
environmental and health impacts of products, on waste management;

- new prohibitions to control irreversible ecological ambitions, particularly on the use of
single-use plastics and to combat wastage of both food and non-food unsold products.

- new tools to better control and sanction offences against the environment (greater power
of the Mayors to fight against littering and illegal dumps), to support companies in their
eco-design initiatives (with bonus/malus-type incentive systems) and assist citizens in new
consumption practices (repairability index, information on endocrine disruptors, simplifying
the sorting process, development of deposit-systems).

All these measures will fundamentally change the production methods of companies and the
consumption patterns of our citizens. They form a coherent whole which can be used directly to
illustrate the new ecological model that this government wishes to build.

Through a better resource and waste management, and the emphasis on material recycling,
repair and reuse of products, the circular economy makes it possible to reduce both greenhouse
gas emissions and the negative impacts of various kinds of pollution on biodiversity, while
preserving and creating non-relocatable jobs in the regions.
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PART 1
Phasing out of disposable plastic

The law provides for a ban on all single-use plastics by 2040. After 60 years of accumulation
of household and industrial uses of singe-use plastic, it is a major industrial choice. To
achieve this, the law lays down a progressive and reasoned method for phasing out by
defining, under Parliamentary control, five-year plans that will provide for plastic reduction,
reuse and recycling targets. At the same time, the law already provides a fast-track ban on
singe-use plastic for a first series of uses and products which predominantly end up in the
environment and in the ocean, in accordance with the european SUP Directive.!
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-Prohibit atdebdamdoodegr
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5. Promote bulk to reduce packaging
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7.  Add a plastic microfibre filter on new washing machines
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PART 2
Better informing consumers

The ecological transformation of our economic and social model requires a change in the
behaviour of consumers and this change is based on better informing them. This information
makes companies more accountable for the environmental quality and the durability of their
products and services. It is this virtuous circle of information transparency which is
strengthened in this law.

1. Make sorting more efficient through a single logo, sorting methods and a harmonization of the
colour of waste bins

2. Impose the provision of information to the public on products containing endocrine disruptors

3. Develop a mandatory methodology for environmental labelling
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PART 3
Fighting against waste and for solidarity reuse

The French people are more and more sensitive to wastage, whether it be of food or non-
food products. That is why the law strictly prohibits the destruction of unsold non-food
products while strengthening the fight against food wastage. In practice, where the
companies were until now authorised to destroy their unsold products, they will nhow be
required to give them a use, for example by donating them to associations. The law contains
a large number of measures aiming at promoting reuse. The creation of a solidarity reuse
fund mechanism aims to support all the associative players active in this area, often for the
benefit of the people with modest incomes in local territories.
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Acting against planned obsolescence

Fighting against wastage is considering that products have several lives, that they can be
repaired or reused. The law provides for an easier access to spare parts. Similarly, the setting
up of a repairability index for products aims to make the repairable character or otherwise of
a product a consumer choice criterion. Extending product lifespan makes it possible to
reduce resource extraction and the production of waste from products that become obsolete
too quickly, while improving the purchasing power of households.

1. Apply a repairability index and make progress towards a durability index 21
2. Facilitate repair and promote the use of used spare parts 22
3. Extend the legal guarantee of conformity 23
4. Introduce mandatory information on the duration of computer and phone operating software updates 24
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PART 5
Better production

A significant part of the law concerns the act of throwing away and waste management. New
polluter pays schemes created in the areas of toys, cigarette butts, sports equipment, pre-
soaked wipes and nappies contribute to transferring 500 million euros of expenses incurred
by local authorities to the economic players responsible for placing the waste on the market.
These players will thus be encouraged to better design their products and put in place reuse
and recycling channels. Other measures aim to simplify sorting habits, such as the
harmonization of the colour of waste bins or the possible implementation of a deposit-system
which aims to make this sorting more efficient to promote packaging recycling andreuse.

1.  Transform the functioning of polluter pays sectors: the heart of the system

2. Extend the responsibility of manufacturers in the management of their waste by creating new
channels

3. Create five-year eco-design plans

4.  Set up a free collection of sorted building waste

5. Encourage more environmentally friendly products with a bonus-malus system
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PART 1

PHASING OUT OF DISPOSABLE
PLASTIC

1. ACHIEVE ZERO DISPOSABLE PLASTIC BY
2040

During the discussion in open session of the anti-waste law for a circular
economy at the National Assembly, the deputies adopted an amendment
aiming to set a date for the ban on the marketing of disposable plastic in
2040 in 4 stages: 2020-2025, 2025-2030, 2030-2035 and 2035-2040.



180,000
tonnes

of packaging
produced each year in
France by the fast-
food sector

What will change

This measure concerns everything in our daily lives Single-use plastic is
everywhere. It includes tubes of cream or toothpaste, drums of laundry
detergent or bleach, shampoo bottles, etc.

It is also a major measure for industry, where single-use plastic is found in
many forms, such as stretch film to wrap the goods on pallets, in
warehouses for example.

The total quantity of disposable household products put on the market is
estimated to be nearly 140 billion units per year in France.

When?

2040 is a finish line but the race has already started with, in particular, from
the 1st of January 2020, the ban on cups, plates and cotton buds, followed
next year by the ban on straws, cutlery, stirrers, etc.

The text provides that reduction, reuse, and recycling targets will be set by
decree for the 2021-2025 period, and then for each consecutive period of
5 years.

These decrees over 5 years will be prepared with NGOs, manufacturers,
local authorities, and consumer associations in order to jointly define
realistic goals and credible solutions and move away from the logic without
strategy or consistency that has governed so far: each law has its own
prohibitions.

REPLACE DISPOSABLE TABLEWARE IN FAST-
FOOD RESTAURANTS WITH REUSABLE

TABLEWARE

The fast-food sector produces each year in France 180,000 tonnes of
packaging, immediately thrown away after use. Indeed, the clients are
served in disposable dishware, even for meals on the site.

What will change

An amendment to the draft project adopted in committee obliges fast-food
restaurants to use reusable tableware for the meals and drinks consumed
on site by their customers.

This measure will contribute to decreasing the consumption of plastic and
carboard material.

When?
As of 1st January 2023



Ban on plastic tea-
bags from 2022

3. COMBAT EVI

§ Prohibition of thefibi o d e g r &ldim brlaryoequivalent claim
on products and packaging

There is no scientific consensus on t he
ibi odegradabl ed claim does not encour a
not dispose of these products in the environment. It misleads them by
suggesting that they will not affect natural environments and that is
detrimental to the fight against plastic pollution.

What will change

The fibiodegradabl edo claim willgnbge prohib

1 Ban on expanded polystyrene boxes

In the fast-food service sector, food is often served in expanded polystyrene
containers of the fAkebab boxo type. Th
single use and non-recyclable.

What will change

These containers in expanded polystyrene for on-site or on-the-go
consumption will be prohibited.

When?
As of 1st January 2021

1 Ban on plastic tea-bags

Very often, the bag wrapping the tea leaves is not made in natural fibres
(pap er , cottoné) but i s made from plas
immersed in hot water, they release microplastics.

What will change

The marketing of tea and herbal tea bags in non-biodegradable plastic will
be prohibited.

When?
As of 1st January 2022



o

Free plastic toys will
be prohibited as
from 2021

Ban on plastic
confetti from 2021

1 Ban on plastic toys supplied with some menus

The catering sector often offers plastic toys with some of their menus. They
are not recyclable and end up in the waste bin in most cases.

What will change

The law provides for the prohibition of plastic toys supplied with some
menus. Toys are thus made optional.

When?
As of 1st January 2022

1 Ban on plastic confetti

Since several years, large amounts of plastic confetti have been found in
the environment, where they remain in the soil for years.

When used in cities, this plastic confetti comes at a cost to the environment
and in terms of cleaning: it clogs sewers and pollutes the water, which
entails additional clean-up costs.

What will change

An amendment to the law provides for the prohibition of plastic confetti.
The use of paper confetti is not in question.

When?

From 1st January 2021.

INTRODUCE A MIXED DEPOSIT FOR REUSE
AND RECYCLING

The State and representatives from local authorities have agreed on a
method to achieve the ambitious collection and recycling targets for plastic
bottles.

What will change

1 The setting up of a contact group between the State and
representatives from the local authorities organising the public waste
service.

1 The definition of an objective measurement of performance in
collecting, sorting, and recycling waste throughout a ten-year trajectory.

1 The guarantee of completing the simplification of sorting rules, and
therefore, the undertaken modernisation of sorting centers.

1 The setting up of a mixed deposit system for recycling and reuse,
following a progress report on the simplification of sorting rules, to be
prepared in 2023 on the results of 2022.



5.

1 Inthe meantime, the launch of deposit experiments in voluntary regions
(particularly in the overseas territories).

1 The need to support reuse initiatives

PROMOTE BULK TO REDUCE PACKAGING

Unnecessary over-packaging and packaging are a major problem because
they represent a significant quantity of single-use, non-recyclable plastics,
put on the market.

What will change

The French people will now be able to bring their own containers in retail
stores, as long as they are clean and suitable for the nature of the product
being bought. For example, in the case of cut sales the seller will be able
to request a specific type of container meeting some specific hygiene
standards. Intsore sighage may provide guidance to consumers in this
area.

When?
As of 1st January 2021

ENSURE THE FULL APPLICATION OF THE BAN
ON THE PROVISION OF PLASTIC BAGS

Despite the measures to ban the provision of bags (for cashier bags since
1st January 2016 and other non-cashier bags since 1st January 2017), too
many non-compliant plastic bags continue to be distributed each year.
Retailers buy their supply, often in good faith and in disregard of this ban,
from importers and wholesalers that offer for sale rolls of these non-
compliant plastic bags.

What will change

The importation and manufacture of singe-use plastic bags for the purpose
of supply on the national territory will be prohibited.

When?
As of 1st January 2021
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7. ADD A PLASTIC MICROFIBRE FILTER ON NEW
WASHING MACHINES

The machine washing of synthetic fabrics releases plastic microfibres.
Microfibres are eliminated in treated wastewater released to the oceans.

What will change

The law aims to limit the pollution from these textiles by imposing that each
household or professional washing machine be equipped with a plastic
microfibre filter.

When?
As of 1st January 2025

OBLIGE INSTITUTIONS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
TO BE EQUIPPED WITH WATER FOUNTAINS

Each year in France, nearly 200 million bottles end up in the environment.

What will change

In order to considerably reduce waste generation at source, and in
particular plastic bottles, institutions open to the public (railway stations,
libraries, schools, universities, hospitals, etc.) will have to be equipped with
drinking water fountains.

They will no longer be able to distribute plastic bottles for free.

To strengthen the fight against plastic, bars and restaurants will also be
required to prominently indicate on their menu or on a display space the
possibility for consumers to ask for free drinking water.

Moreover, sponsors will no longer be able to impose the free or paid
distribution of their bottles at cultural, sporting or festive events.

When?
As of 15t January 2022

PROHIBIT PLASTIC PACKAGING AROUND
FRUIT AND VEGETABLES

What will change

This measure aims to reduce a practice consisting in displaying for sale
fruit and vegetables packed in a plastic packaging, such as apples or
bananas sold packaged. Such a packaging seems to be an aberration.

Furthermore, marks on the fruit and vegetables, which usually indicate a
trademark, a producer or a label, will be prohibited unless they are made
of paper or any other compostable material.
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When?
On 1st January 2022

10. PROHIBIT THE SHIPPING UNDER PLASTIC
WRAP OF PRESS AND ADVERTISING

PUBLICATIONS

What will change

The shipping under plastic wrap of newspapers, magazines and
advertising will be prohibited.

When?

As of 18t January 2023 for advertising, as of 15t January 2025 for
newspapers and magazines.

11. PUT IN PLACE COLLECTING BINS FOR
PACKAGING AND OVER-PACKAGING IN

SUPERMARKETS

What will change

The installation in small and large supermarkets of selective sorting bins at
the checkout end for packaging waste from products purchased in the
establishment. These recovery points will enable customers to get rid of
these packages as soon as they leave the check-out area, to leave the
recycling to distributors, and thereby send a strong signal to the producers
and distributors on their uselessness by letting them take charge of their
disposal.

When?
As of 1st January 2021

12. PROHIBIT PLASTIC CONTAINERS USED TO
HEAT FOOD FOR INFANTS AND YOUNG

CHILDREN

Babies are particularly vulnerable to any endocrine disrupting substance.
Food represents a major source of exposure to endocrine disruptors, in
particular through migration from food containers.

What will change

In paediatric, obstetric, maternity wards, and perinatal centres, plastic
containers for reheating or cooking baby food will be prohibited. This would
concern for example reheatable food trays or plastic baby bottles.

When?
As of 1st January 2025
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PART 2

BETTER INFORMING CONSUMERS

1 MAKE SORTING MORE EFFICIENT THROUGH
A SINGLE LOGO, SORTING METHODS AND A
HARMONIZATION OF THE COLOUR OF WASTE

BINS

In the face of the wealth of information on our packaging, it has become
extremely complex to know in which waste bin a product should be thrown
away. Result: collection and recycling are less efficient. The same applies
to waste bins: yellow, blue, green, black...

Today, according to the municipalities, our sorting bins never have the
same colour. Two measures of the law provide to remedy this situation.
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What will change

The Triman logo will be mandatory and indicated on the product, its

[ ]

packaging, or on the documents provided with the product, and will be
accompanied by information on the sorting process for each type of
product.

1 The Triman logo does not mean that the waste will necessarily go in the
recycling bin. This logo means that the waste is subject to a sorting rule
(at-store return/take-back for electric and electronic equipment, specific
collection stations for batteries, yellow waste bin for packaging...).

The Triman logo, along with sorting
instructions, now mandatory

1 The colours of the waste bins will be harmonized throughout the
national territory. The sorting rules will therefore be the same
everywhere in France.

When?

The Triman logo, along with information on sorting, will enter into force in
2021.

The colour of waste bins will be harmonized throughout the national
territory by 31 December 2022.

IMPOSE THE PR(

ENDOCRII

This measure aims to ensure transparent information for citizens on the
presence of substances with endocrine disruptor properties in the
products.

What will change

Any person marketing products containing substances with endocrine
disruptor properties according to ANSES, must publish the list of these
products and the substances contained in each of them. This publication
will be in an open format enabling collaborative platforms to use this
information and thus better inform consumers.

When?
As of 1st January 2022
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